
THE CITY OF DEXTER
VIRTUAL CITY COUNCIL GOAL SETTING WORK SESSION

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2021

A.  CALL TO ORDER

The City Council Meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Mayor Keough held
via an online Zoom conference call permitted by State of Michigan law.

B. ATTENDANCE:

Council Members: Paul Cousins, Donna Fisher, Jamie Griffin, Wa-Louisa
Hubbard, and Julie Knight
Absent – Zach Michels

Mayor: Shawn Keough

Student Representatives: Alex Gilbert and Isabella Malek

Also attending: Justin Breyer, Interim City Manager and City Clerk; Marie
Sherry, Treasurer/Assessor/Finance Director; Michelle Aniol, Community
Development Manager; Dan Schlaff, Public Services Superintendent; Carol
Jones, Recording Secretary; residents; and media.

C. NON-ARRANGED PARTICIPATION:

Sanam Arab of 6896 Wellington Drive spoke on behalf of the Dexter Crossing
Homeowners Association.  She submitted a letter and spoke about residents on
Wellington Drive that face the Sloan property where there has been dumping of
construction building materials.  Ms. Arab suggested that the barricade stubs be
closed during constructions times and vehicles use the Baker Road entrance for
traffic.  She also spoke of hunting occurring on the property and wondered if
they are following guidelines for hunting near residential properties.

D. AGENDA ITEMS DISCUSSED:

1. Scio Township Master Plan Discussion

Ms. Aniol introduced the Scio Township Master Plan draft and the opportunity
that the City of Dexter has to participate in its review.  One area of concern is
along the Baker Road corridor from I-94 to the Dexter City boundaries; known
as the Gateway Sub Area. Ms. Aniol stated that her main concern is the
proposed changes for commercial uses in the Gateway Sub Area along Baker
Road, which could harm Downtown Dexter as well as Dexter-Ann Arbor Road.
Planning Commission would like to engage the Scio Planning Commission on
this topic. Discussion followed, which included concerns on the environmental
impacts on Mill Creek and the City of Dexter, traffic connections from Baker
Road to Dexter-Ann Arbor Road, density of new subdivisions, what impact
would more commercial/mixed use have on the City, and connections from the
Industrial Park and Baker Road.
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2. City Offices Discussion

Mr. Breyer gave an overview of the materials provided in the February 8, 2021
packet regarding City Office space.  Discussion followed on a facility needs
assessment for the office space, cost of the spaces and build out, appearance of
the offices, and length of a lease

At the end of March 2021, virtual meetings may come to an end.  Discussion
followed on possible locations for in person meetings or extending virtual
meetings through Zoom possibly by declaring a State of Emergency through
resolution or ordinance.

E. NON-ARRANGED PARTICIPATION:

None

F. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 AM by Mayor Keough.

Respectfully submitted,

Justin Breyer
Interim City Manager and City Clerk

Approved for Filing: _______



THE CITY OF DEXTER
VIRTUAL CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2021

A.  CALL TO ORDER

The City Council Meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Mayor Keough held
via an online Zoom conference call permitted by State of Michigan law.

B. ATTENDANCE:

Council Members: Paul Cousins, Donna Fisher, Jamie Griffin, Wa-Louisa
Hubbard, Julie Knight, and Zach Michels (Arr. 5:45 PM)

Mayor: Shawn Keough

Student Representatives: Alex Gilbert and Isabella Malek

Also attending: Justin Breyer, Interim City Manager and City Clerk; Marie
Sherry, Treasurer/Assessor/Finance Director; Michelle Aniol, Community
Development Manager; Dan Schlaff, Public Services Superintendent; Carol
Jones, Recording Secretary; Robert Smith, Dexter Area Fire Chief; residents;
and media.

C. AGENDA ITEMS DISCUSSED:

1. Review of Fire Station Project Recommendation Document Dated December
28, 2020

Dexter Area Fire Chief Smith gave a review of the document included in the
packet for the recommendations for Dexter Area Fire and Emergency Services,
which included Fire Station Criteria, Overall Project Design as it pertains to
Dexter, specifics on the project for Dexter, and General Comments. Discussion
followed with questions directed to Chief Smith.

D. NON-ARRANGED PARTICIPATION:

Jim McCargar of 3589 Hudson Street listed a number of people of color that
were lost from the Covid epidemic.  He stated that the Black population in
Washtenaw County is 12.3%, but Covid and Covid-rated fatalities among the
Black population are twice the number of those in the total population. He
requested that the City to reach out to the Mayor of the 48197 zip code and get to
know other communities’ leaders.

Jim Seta of 411 Cambridge Drive, stated that he is a 21 year resident of Dexter,
Former Council Member and Village President, and currently sits on the Fire
Board.  Mr. Seta stated that this is a great forum to keep the community
informed.  He stated that the new Webster Station never came before the DAFD
Board.  A new station in Dexter will be paid solely by Dexter residents and it
should be congruent to what is needed in the area wide system.
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E. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 PM by Mayor Keough.

Respectfully submitted,

Justin Breyer
Interim City Manager and City Clerk

Approved for Filing: _______



THE CITY OF DEXTER
REGULAR VIRTUAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2021

A.  CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The City Council Meeting was called to order at 6:31 PM by Mayor Keough held
via an online Zoom conference call permitted by State of Michigan law.

B. ROLL CALL:

Paul Cousins – Present remotely in the City of Dexter, Michigan.
Donna Fisher – Present remotely in the City of Dexter, Michigan.
Jamie Griffin – Present remotely in the City of Dexter, Michigan.
Wa-Louisa Hubbard – Present remotely in the City of Dexter, Michigan.
Julie Knight – Present remotely in the City of Dexter, Michigan.
Zach Michels – Present remotely in the City of Dexter, Michigan.
Shawn Keough – Present remotely in the City of Dexter, Michigan.
Student Representatives:
Alex Gilbert – Present remotely in Webster Township, Michigan.
Isabella Malek – Present remotely in the City of Dexter, Michigan.

Also attending remotely at Council Meeting: Justin Breyer, Interim City Manager
and City Clerk; Marie Sherry, Treasurer/Assessor/Finance Director; Dan Schlaff,
Public Services Superintendent; Michelle Aniol, Community Development
Manager; Michael Auerbach, Assistant Planner; Carol Jones, Recording
Secretary; Robert Smith, Dexter Area Fire Chief; Patrick Droze and Marcus
McNamara, OHM; residents; and media.

C. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:

1.  Regular City Council Meeting – February 8, 2021

Motion Knight; support Griffin to approve the minutes of the City Council Work
Session of January 9, 2021, the Regular City Council Meeting of January 11,
2021, and the City Council Work Session of January 16, 2021 with the following
corrections:
 Page 3, first bullet point at the top of the page, correct the word “fficers”

to “Officers”.
 Page 5, New Business Item L-2 Consideration, correct the word “Dei” to

“Die”.

Ayes: Knight, Fisher, Griffin, Cousins, Hubbard, Michels and Keough
Nays:  None
Motion carries

D. PRE-ARRANGED PARTICIPATION:

None
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E. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:

Motion Cousins; support Fisher to approve the agenda as presented.

Ayes: Hubbard, Michels, Knight, Cousins, Griffin, Fisher and Keough
Nays: None
Motion carries

F. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

None

G.  NON-ARRANGED PARTICIPATION:

Jim McCargar of 3580 Hudson Street requested that his comments from the 5:30
PM Work Session also be reported at the City Council Meeting. “Jim McCargar
of 3589 Hudson Street listed a number of people of color that were lost from the
Covid epidemic.  He stated that the Black population in Washtenaw County is
12.3%, but Covid and Covid-rated fatalities among the Black population are
twice the number of those in the total population. He requested that the City to
reach out to the Mayor of the 48197 zip code and get to know other
communities’ leaders.”

H. COMMUNICATIONS:

1. Upcoming Meeting List

Council Member Cousins reported that the Dexter Area Chamber of
Commerce will meet the last Friday of the month via Zoom and when able to
meet in person, they will meet at LaFontaine Chevrolet.  Quaila Pant is the
new President of the Chamber.

The February 20, 2021 Work Session will not be held as three Council
members cannot attend.

I.   REPORTS:

1. Public Services Superintendent – Dan Schlaff

Mr. Schlaff submits his written report as per packet.  Mr. Schlaff provided the
following updates:
 There were two sewer backups on Dover Street on February 2, 2021 and

February 4, 2021.  The clean out on February 2, 2021 caused water in the
basement of 7909 Third Street, which was cleaned up.  It appears that the
cause of the backup problem was wet wipes. It was seven years ago when we
began our sewer videotaping rotation.  We started in this area and will re-start
the rotation in this area this year.

 Under the Water Report, we reported 33 Miss Dig requests in February which
has to be a record.

 Well 2 is back in service.  Council approved money for a new well pump at a
previous meeting.



 We have started cross connection survey inspections, however it is more
difficult to get into places due to Covid, and we may be late getting these
reports to the State.

2. Community Development Manager – Michelle Aniol

Ms. Aniol submits her written report as per packet. Ms. Aniol provided the
following updates:
 Planning Commission did hold a public hearing for Medical Marijuana and

recommended approval to City Council.
 Planning Commission continues to review Accessory Dwelling Units and

how they should be permitted in the City as well as how to work with the
public with this topic.

 The Zoning Ordinance Sub-Committee held its first meeting.

3. Board, Commission & Other Reports

None

4. Subcommittee Reports

None

5. City Manager Report – Justin Breyer

Mr. Breyer submits his written report as per packet. Mr. Breyer provided the
following updates:
 The City reviews the compliance of businesses with liquor licenses, and we

are not recommending that the City contest any of them at present.
 We have had inquiries on the permitting of events to be held in the City.

There have been no decisions made at present.
 An update has been provided on possible Work Session dates.  As upcoming

Saturdays won’t work, we are looking into Wednesday meetings.
 The Mast Road bridge maintenance may be starting in March but will by

August 1, 2021.
 The Parks and Recreation Master Plan has been submitted to the DNR.
 We are working on the March Newsletter.  Discussion followed on article

topics.
 We are planning for a closed meeting with City Council, City Attorney, F&V

regarding the contested phosphorus levels in the TMDL

6. Mayor Report – Shawn Keough

Mr. Keough submits his written report as per packet. Mr. Keough provided the
following updates:
 The past two to three weekends, I have spent time putting together a State of

the City Address for an upcoming newsletter.
 I received a letter from a Dexter 6th grader that was for an assignment to

write to someone about an issue.  This person wrote about bullying.  I did
invite him to attend one of our meetings, but he is hesitant to attend.



 I’ve been getting some exercise shoveling snow in the Social District Tent
area over the weekend.  Discussion followed.

7.  Council Member Reports

None

J. CONSENT AGENDA

1.  Consideration of:   Bills and Payroll in the amount of $102,460.16

2.  Consideration of: PNC Credit Card Resolution

Motion Fisher; support Hubbard to approve items 1 and 2 of the Consent Agenda.

Ayes: Fisher, Griffin, Cousins, Knight, Michels, Hubbard and Keough
Nays:  None
Motion carries

K.   OLD BUSINESS-Consideration and Discussion of:

Items postponed from a previous meeting

1.  Consideration of:  Hardship Guidelines

Motion Fisher; support Michels to approve the Resolution to set the 2021
Hardship Exemption Guidelines at 2.2 X the Federal Poverty Guidelines.

Ayes:  Griffin, Hubbard, Cousins, Fisher, Knight, Michels and Keough
Nays:  None
Motion carries

2.  Consideration of:  City Offices

Discussion began with the review of a staff report on facilities on Broad Street
and Dexter Ann Arbor Road as well as the background of Village/City Offices.
Two additional options on Baker Road and Broad Street were presented, and
discussion followed on the possible locations and cost. .

Motion Michels; support Knight to sign a lease with St. Andrew’s United Church
of Christ for in-person City Council, Boards, Commissions and Committee
Meetings, when in-person meetings are required.

Ayes:  Hubbard, Cousins, Fisher, Griffin, Michels, Knight and Keough
Nays:  None
Motion carries

L. NEW BUSINESS-Consideration and Discussion of:

1. Consideration of: Approval of Purchase of Property Agreement with Dan and
Laura Waitz for Property at 3rd Street and Broad Street for an
Amount Not to Exceed $9,700



Motion Fisher; support Knight to approve the purchase of property agreement
with Dan and Laura Waitz for property at Third and Broad Streets for an amount
not to exceed $9,700.

Ayes: Cousins, Hubbard, Knight, Michels, Griffin, Fisher and Keough
Nays:  None
Motion carries

2. Consideration of: Approval of Purchase of 2021 GMC 2500HD Regular Cab
Pickup Truck for an Amount Not to Exceed $31,742

Motion Fisher; support Cousins to approve the purchase of a 2021 GMC 2500 HD
Regular Cab Pickup Truck for an amount not to exceed $31,742.

Ayes:  Knight, Michels, Griffin, Hubbard, Cousins, Fisher and Keough
Nays:  None
Motion carries

3.   Consideration of: Paper of Record

Discussion followed on the possible options for a Paper of Record for the City.

M.  COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Malek None
Gilbert I was moved by the letter sent by the young man.  I am proud to

live in a community where young people care and I would
encourage kindness and respect in the community.

Cousins Sometimes you may take my tone as criticism but it often is
frustration. I was on the committee when discussions first
started on a City and the Fire Hall and the situation has not
changed.

Knight None
Griffin Our family went to Aubree’s on Saturday.  It was nice to be back

in a restaurant.
Michels None
Hubbard I am frustrated too.  We need to take a look at issues that have been

on the radar for a long time, but we need to move forward.
Fisher None

N.  NON-ARRANGED PARTICIPATION:

Ryan Henyard of 3577 Shaw Court thanked the City on improving the hardship
guidelines and for showing compassion for those who need such guidelines.  Mr.
Henyard stated that a lot of people have questions surrounding Covid and that his
office has put together a “teach out” on vaccines and the Covid crisis.  He will
forward this information to Mr. Breyer.  He is also looking forward to addressing the
needs for the City and staff at this time especially with Covid and also discussing the
accessibility of offices for City residents.



O. ADJOURNMENT

Motion Cousins; support Knight to adjourn the meeting at 9:01 PM.

Unanimous voice vote approval.

Respectfully submitted,

Justin Breyer
Interim City Manager and City Clerk

Approved for Filing: _______
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STAFF MEMORADUM 

 

To: Mayor Keough and City Council 

 Justin Breyer, Interim City Manager 

From: Michelle Aniol, Community Development Manager 

RE: Public Hearing to Consider Request to Vacate a Public Alley 

 Petitioner(s):  Mike Penn 

Date: February 16, 2021 

The overhead utilities are located within the remaining portion of the Fourth St ROW, and within the 

rear boundary line of Mr. Penn’s property (3389 Broad St), outside the alley ROW.  Mr. Penn is aware 

that he must provide an easement for the overhead utilities to facilitate the vacation of Fourth 

Street. Communications with DTE have been initiated.   

There are no underground public utilities within the remaining portion of Fourth St or the portion of 

the public alley subject to this request.  However, there is an underground sanitary sewer located 

within the public alley, which starts at Fifth Street and ends before Mr. Penn’s properties.  The survey 

Remaining 4th St 

ROW to be vacated 

Portion of Public 

Alley to be 

vacated 

 

City Council is scheduled to conduct a public hearing to consider a request, submitted by 

petitioner, Mike Penn, to vacate the remaining portion of Fourth Street (49.5 ft. wide), between 

Broad Street and the railroad ROW and to vacate a portion of the alley that runs between the two

 properties he owns, which are located at 3389 Broad (Lot 5) and Lot 1 (vacant) (see aerial photo 

below).   

The survey included with Mr. Penn’s request shows the location of overhead utilities and a 

public sanitary sewer line in the alley. 
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shows a sanitary service lead, which connects to Mr. Penn’s property.   The City maintains the alley, 

from Fifth Street to the point before Mr. Penn’s property, to provide rear access to 3335 and 3365 

Broad St and to service the sewer, as needed.   

REVIEW 

Consideration of a request to vacate a public street or alley, which has been dedicated to the 

public solely for the purpose of pedestrian or vehicular travel is a two-step process.  Part 1 identifies 

the information required from the applicant and a list of questions for the applicant to complete, 

regarding the vacation request.  Part 2 sets forth the process for Council consideration and action.  

Staff has reviewed the petitioners’ request and offers the following comments for Council’s 

consideration: 

1. A request to vacate a public street/alley application must include a written statement 

providing the following information: 

a. Identify the alley or portion thereof to be vacated and the reason(s) the requested 

vacation.  Pending 

d. Proof of fee ownership of all properties adjacent to the subject street and/or alley that is/are 

the subject of the vacation request (i.e., recorded warranty deed).  Pending 

e. Include two (2) signed and sealed surveys prepared by a professional land surveyor 

registered in the state of Michigan. The survey shall be prepared according to the guidelines 

specified in Section 3 of Michigan Public Act 132 of 1970, as amended, showing street/alley 

and the parcels affected by the requested vacation, provided that the parcels are drawn 

as large as possible within the 8 ½ by 14-inch format required by Act 132 and shall provide 

all of the following information:  

(1) Location and dimension (i.e., ROW width) of the street and/or alley that is/are the 

subject(s) of the request. Provided 

(2) Legal description and dimensions of all existing parcels adjacent to the street and/or alley 

that is/are the subject(s) of the request. Provided  

(3) All existing structures on and within fifty (50) feet of the subject street and/or alley. (4) 

Location and dimensions of all existing public and private easements and intersecting road 

rights-of-way. Provided 

(4) Legal descriptions of the new parcels created as a result of the vacation request, in 

accordance with Act 288 of the Public Acts of 1967, Section 560.277. Provided 

f. The petitioner must answer the following questions:  

(1) Does the petitioner have ownership rights over the property under consideration 

for vacation? 

a. The vacation of dedicated land involves a change in ownership from the City 

to the abutting property owners. Vacation of a dedicated right-of-way reverts 

the portion of land back to the parcel of property of which it was once a part.  If 

the land involved in the vacation is a street or alley, the land is divided in the center 

with each adjoining property owner obtaining one-half of the area (Act 288 of 

the Public Acts of 1967, Section 560.277). 

b. Identity of all properties, and the names of the owners of said property, that abut the alley 

being requested for vacation. Pending  

c. Be signed by all property owners of the properties abutting the subject alley. Pending 
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Staff Comment: In 1990, the Daniel and Jeanine Fletcher owned 3389 Broad St (Lot 

5), and vacant Lots 1 and 2, which front onto the public alley. Ralph and Annette 

Finley owned 3411 Broad St (Lot 8, west property boundary outlined on survey).  The 

Fletcher properties (Lots 1 and 5) abutted the west side of the Fourth Street ROW on 

the west.  The Finley’s property abutted the Fourth Street ROW on the east. At that 

time, the Finley’s and the Fletcher’s requested vacation of the entire Fourth Street 

ROW, north of Broad Street.  Before acting on the request, the Village Attorney 

reviewed it and provided a written option (attached), which recommended the 

following sequence: 

(i) Combine Lots 1 and 2; and then 

(ii) Vacate the alley between Lots 1 and 5; and then 

(iii) Combine Lot 5 (3389 Broad St) with the newly combined Lots 1 & 2; and then 

(iv) Vacate the requested portion of the Fourth Street ROW. 

The sequencing identified by the Village Attorney, starting with the combination of 

Lots 1 and 2 by the Fletcher’s, was necessary because Lot 1 had road frontage on 

Fourth Street, whereas Lot 2 did not.  Without road frontage, Lot 2 could not be 

developed, as the Fletcher’s desired.  In addition, if the Fourth Street ROW was 

vacated, as requested, all of the Fletcher property needed to be legally combined 

into one parcel in order to hold the Village harmless from the loss of primary street 

access to Lots 1 and 2.   

 On May 29, 1990 the Village Council approved the vacation of the 

northeast half (49.5 feet) of Fourth Street adjacent to the Finley property.     

 On June 25, 1990 the Village Council adopted a Resolution for Partial 

Fourth Street Abandonment and Vacation, which was then recorded 

with the Washtenaw County Register of Deeds on June 29, 1990 (Liber 

2417 Page 475). 

 On January 22, 1996, the Village Council adopted a second Resolution 

for Partial Fourth Street Abandonment and Vacation after it was 

determined the legal description in the first Resolution was incorrect.  The 

second Resolution was recorded with the Washtenaw County Register of 

Deeds on January 25, 1996 (Liber 3208 Page 853). 

The remaining half (49.5 feet) of Fourth Street, adjacent to Lots 1 and 5 was never 

vacated because the Fletcher’s never took the steps needed to have Lots 1 and 2 

combined.  As stated above, the Mr. Penn now owns Lot 1, but Mr. Fletcher owns Lot 

2.  Approval of Mr. Penn’s request would not cause Mr. Fletcher to lose access to his 

property.  Since Mr. Penn acquired 3389 Broad Street, Mr. Fletcher has been able to 

access his property from Fifth Street.   

Mr. Penn has exclusive ownership rights of the remaining ½ of the Fourth Street ROW 

because the Finley’s has ownership rights to the ½ of the Fourth St ROW that was 

vacated previously. Additionally, Mr. Penn has exclusive ownership of that portion of 

the alley requested for vacation because only properties owned by Mr. Penn abut 

the public alley.       

(2) Is the land proposed for vacation currently in use?   

Staff Comments: According to the petitioner, the remaining portion of the Fourth Street 

ROW is not used by the general public. However, the petitioner uses it to access his 

property and maintains it, as well.    
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a. Are there above ground or below ground public utilities?  

b. What is the current condition of the land proposed for vacation? 

Staff comments: The remaining Fourth Street ROW is not used by the general public.  It 

has not been improved for the use by the general public.  Currently, the petitioner 

uses a gravel driveway to access his property.  The City does not now and has not in 

the past maintained the remaining ½ of the Fourth Street ROW or the portion of the 

public alley, which is the subject of the vacation request.  

(3) Is the land proposed for vacation involved in any future plans? 

Staff comments:  The city has no plans for the future improvement of the remaining Fourth 

Street ROW or the portion of the public alley, which is the subject of the vacation request. 

(4) Will the utilization of the abutting property be improved with the addition of the 

vacated land? 

Staff comment: Affirmative action on the vacation request will allow the petitioner to 

combine the two lots (#1 and #5) owned by the petitioner.  Additionally, vacation of the 

remainder of the Fourth Street ROW will bring the existing barn on lot 5 (3389 Broad St) 

into compliance with the required side yard setback for a detached accessory structure. 

a. Would the addition of the vacated land enable the property owner to make 

better or increased use of his property?  

Staff comment: The petitioner has indicated he would be able to make 

improvements to his driveway. 

b. Would the granting of a vacation allow a viable land use which is presently 

precluded by the right-of-way? 

Staff comment: The areas subject to this vacation request are zoned VR Village 

Residential, as are the properties they abut.  Pursuant to Section 9.04, Zoning or 

Vacated Areas, in the City of Dexter Zoning Ordinance, areas shall automatically be 

classified in the same zone to the property it abuts.  Thus, approval of the requested 

street and alley vacation will allow the same permitted or special land use, as the 

property it abuts. 

(5) Would the granting of the desired vacation have an adverse effect on the 

surrounding property owners? 

Staff comment:  No.    

a. Potential problems for neighboring land resulting from a vacation are grounds 

for its denial. 

(6) What type of use is planned for the vacated parcel? 

Staff comment: The petitioner does not currently have plans to erect any new buildings 

or structures in the vacated parcel areas. 

Staff comments: The survey provided by the petitioner shows the location of existing 

overhead utilities within the remaining portion of the Fourth Street ROW, and outside 

the public alley ROW, but on the inside of Mr. Penn’s rear property line. Mr. Penn is 

not seeking to extinguish any easements pertaining to the overhead utilities and he 

understands he would need to provide an easement, in order for the requested 

vacation to be allowed.  
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a. Be certain that any proposed construction on the vacated land adheres to City 

guidelines for buildings and meets the requirements stipulated by the City of Dexter 

Zoning Ordinance. 

(7) What zoning district would the vacated property obtain?   

Staff comment: As cited above, the vacated property would be zoned the same as the 

properties it abuts, which is VR Village Residential. 

Suggested Motion 

Within 30 days of an affirmative decision, certified copies of the Resolution must be mailed to the 

Washtenaw County Register of Deeds, the Auditor General (State of Michigan), the City Assessor, 

and the public utility companies and the vacation would become effective upon receipt of the 

Resolution by the Washtenaw County Register of Deeds. 

Therefore, based on the information provided by the petitioners, staff’s review, and the input 

received during the public hearing conducted by City Council on February 22, 2021, staff suggests 

that City Council move to postpone action until Council’s March 22, 2021 meeting.  That would 

allow the following: 

 

1. the Department of Public Works to confirm the location of the sanitary sewer and sanitary 

service lead in the alley; and  

 

2. Provide the petitioner with more time to provide the following: 

 

a. A written request that includes the following: 

b. Identification of the street and portion of the alley to be vacated and the reason(s) the 

requested vacation.   

c. Identification of all properties, and the names of the owners of said property, that abut 

the street and portion of the alley being requested for vacation.  

d. Signatures of all properties owners of the properties abutting the subject alley.  

e. Proof of fee ownership of all properties adjacent to the subject street and portion of the 

alley that are the subject of the vacation request (i.e., recorded deeds).   

2. A draft easement for the overhead utilities. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or comments.  

 

Following the public hearing, Council may vote on a Resolution to approve, approve with 

conditions, deny, or postpone action on the requested vacation.   

Due to an oversight by staff, the public hearing was scheduled, public notification published in the

 local paper, and written notification was mailed to all property owners within 300 feet of the 

subject property upon receiving the petitioner’s request, but before all the required from the 

petitioner was submitted.   






